Design finalist
makes his mark
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Hc didn't win the American com-
petition, but Ken Lum knows his

design of a memorial remembering

the heroes of Flight 93 told the emo-

tional story

Lum, 28, was the sole Canadian
among five finalists in an internation-
al competition to design the Flight 93
memorial,

He graduated in July with a mas-
ter's degree in architecture from the
University of Waterloo.

His (F)Light design, called “sober-
ing and shocking” by jurors, featured
a “luminous scar” in the landscape
with a roofscape that retraces the fi-
nal journey of Flight 93.

The roof terminates in an en-
graved memorial slab that punctures
the earth.

The winning design, called Cres-
cent of Embrace, was announced ves-
terday in Washington. It was designed
by Paul Murdoch Architects of Los
Angeles, Calif,, with Nelson Byrd
Woltz Landscape Architects of Char-
lottesville, Va,

The selected memorial, which in-
cludes groves of sugar and red
maples, will honowr the 40 passengers
and crew members of Flight 93,
which erashed into a reclaimed strip
mine in rural southwestern Pennsyl-
vaniaon Sept, 11, 2001, They all die.

They were hailed as heroes for try-
ing to seize control of the plane from
four terrorists to thwart an attack on
Washington.

Lum, who lives in Toronto, said it
was a powerful experience to meet rel-
atives of thoze who died and the coro-
ner who was in charge of the burial
ground, called the “sacred ground,” at
the Pennsylvania site.

“It was emotionally charged,” said
Lum, who immigrated to Canada
from Malaysia 10 vears ago. “They
were really sad and they expressed
themselves quite a hit,

“We immersed ourselves into the
tragedy, and tried to understand what
kind of mindset the passengers would
be in as the event transpived.”

Lum translated what he learned in
Pennsylvania into the design, which
jurors said came closest to helping the
visitor experience “what the 40 felt
when they acted.”

“The Jury commencds (F)Light as a
bold and daring design that captures
the event and sends a strong emotion-
al meszage.

The “scar” is art — disturbing to
some, challenging to others, but mem-
orable to evervone — and would be a
lasting voice for the event far into the
future,” the jury report said.

However, the architecture of the
seulpture might overwhelm the walk-
g experience of visitors to the site,
said the jury. which was composzed of
reelatives, professionals and communi.
vy members,

“In many wavs, the memaorial from
OUr peraspective wis asuecess,” Lum
anid.

The winning design, featuring
landscape architecture, isa “very tvp-
ical American park memorial.” he
said.

“It's something that evervhbody
can embrace . ... That's one of the
stronger points.”

University of
d Waterloo
architecture
graduate Ken Lum
was one of five
M finalists selected to
| design a memorial
to honour the
victims of
Flight 23.

Lum, whose desien team included
other UW students — Dennis Fanti,
Yvonne Lam and [van [lic — said his
concentration on Flight 93 has left a
lasting impression on him.

“It comes to show how people can
sacrifice themselves for people that
they do not know™

A self-described “humanitarian
architect,” Lum said he has alwavs
designed in a way that focuses on con-
servation of nature and “giving back
tosociety”

He is now working on an interior
design for an information centre for
the Baha'is of Toronto,
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